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Report Highlights:   

Raisin production in Chile relies almost exclusively on table grape production. For marketing year (MY) 

2022/23, Post projects 61,850 metric tons (MT) of raisin production, a 1.5 percent decrease from MY 

2021/22. Raisin exports will total 59,000 MT, a 1.7 percent decrease from MY 2021/22. The decrease 

can be attributed to a reduction in table grape planted area as farmers switched to more profitable crops 

such as cherries, walnuts, avocado, and citrus. In MY 2021/22 planted area totaled 43,104 hectares (ha), 

a 5.4 percent decrease from MY 2020/21. Planted area is projected to decrease to 40,950 ha in MY 

2022/23. 
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Table 1. Production, Supply and Distribution:  

Raisins 2020/2021 2021/2022 2022/2023 

Market Year Begins Jan 2020 Jan 2021 Jan 2022 

Chile 
USDA 

Official 
New Post 

USDA 

Official 
New Post 

USDA 

Official 
New Post 

Area Planted (HA)  0 45489 0 43104 0 40950 

Area Harvested (HA)  0 43500 0 42000 0 40000 

Beginning Stocks (MT)  0 0 0 400 0 400 

Production (MT)  0 66251 0 62800 0 61850 

Imports (MT)  0 749 0 800 0 800 

Total Supply (MT)  0 67000 0 64000 0 63050 

Exports (MT)  0 63400 0 60000 0 59000 

Domestic 

Consumption (MT)  

0 3600 0 3600 0 3650 

Ending Stocks (MT)  0 400 0 400 0 400 

Total Distribution (MT)  0 67400 0 64000 0 63050 

              

(HA), (MT)  

Source: Post estimates 
 

Planted Area:  

For MY 2022/23, Post estimates that planted area will continue its downward trend to 40,950 ha, a five 

percent decrease from MY 2021/22 (See Table 1), as producers shift from grapes to more profitable 

crops. Chile’s fresh table grape planted area in MY 2021/22 totaled 43,104 hectares (ha) a 5.2 percent 

decrease from MY 2020/21.  

 

Table grape planted area followed a downward trend for the past 10 marketing years because margins 

are low (see Figure 1). In MY 2021/22 planted area totaled 43,104 hectares, after a 5.4 percent decrease 

from MY 2020/21. Drought also negatively impacted table grape production and continues to be a 

problem in MY 2021/22. Recent data updates show a decrease in table grape planted area in all the 

production regions in Chile, from the Atacama region in the north to the O’Higgins region in the central 

part of the country.  

 

Some producers of table grapes in central regions such as Valparaíso, Metropolitana and O’Higgins 

replaced their grape orchards with more profitable crops such as walnuts, avocado, cherries, and citrus. 

Towards the north of the country, in the Coquimbo region, alternative crops are mostly mandarins, 

clementines and lemons, while in Atacama there are almost no alternative crops other than table grapes 

due to the climatic conditions and the type of soil.  
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Figure 1: Table Grape Planted Area (Hectares) 

 
Source: ODEPA, 2022 

 

Production: 

In MY 2022/23 raisin production is projected to reach 61,850 MT a 1.5 percent decrease from MY 

2021/22. Raisin production is declining in line with decreases in table grape production, both of which 

are driven from farmers seeking out more profitable crops. These estimates assume normal table grape 

yields and planted area decreasing to 40,950 ha (see Table 1).  

 

Raisin production in Chile is linked to fresh table grape production. Producers use raisins as an 

alternative for those grapes that cannot be exported because of their quality, maturity, or size. Usually, 

profits from raisin production are much lower than those obtained with fresh table grape exports. 

However, raisin production is a reliable and steady business which became an alternative for producers 

that own orchards with traditional varieties, such as Crimson seedless or Thompson seedless. In recent 

years, these varieties have not been in high demand. There are no official data in Chile for the few 

grapes orchards that focus exclusively on raisin production.  

 

In MY 2021/22 raisin production decreased by 5.2 percent to 62,800 MT (see Table 2). MY 2021/22 

was a typical year, with no abnormal climatic events during the table grape harvest, thus the decrease in 

raisin production is attributed to lower table grape planted area. For MY 2022/23, Post estimates a 

further decrease in planted area and unchanged yields.  
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Table 2: Chilean Grape Production 

Production sector 

MY 

2020/21 

(MT) 

Share 

(%) 

MY 

2021/22 

(MT) 

Share 

(%) 

MY 

2022/23 

(MT) 

Share (%) 

Fresh Table Grapes 660,000 55.8% 760,000 60.0% 750,000 60.2% 

Raisin production (fresh basis) 291,504 24.6% 276,320 21.8% 272,140 21.8% 

Raisins (dried basis) 66,251   62,800   61,850   

Juice production 167,274 14.1% 165,000 13.0% 161,967 13.0% 

Wine production 64,336 5.4% 65,263 5.2% 62,295 5.0% 

Total Production 1,183,114 100.0% 1,266,583 100.0% 1,246,402 100.0% 

Source: Post estimates 

 

Consumption:  

In MY 2021/22, raisin consumption is estimated to increase by 1.4 percent to 3,650 MT following 

population growth. Domestic consumption of raisins consists of raisins for snacks and for confectionary. 

Confectionary is mainly ice-cream, bakery, cookies, and chocolate. 

 

Stocks: 

Stocks are projected to remain flat at 400 MT in MY 2022/23. Chilean companies do not store raisins 

for large periods of time, since trade flow is constant throughout the year. Stocks correspond to raisins 

that were not sold between marketing years. 

 

Trade:  

Post estimates that in MY 2022/23 Chilean raisin exports will decrease to 59,000 MT, a 1.7 percent 

decrease from MY 2021/22 following the decrease in table grape planted area (see Table 1). From 

January to May 2022, Chilean raisin exports to the world decreased by 5.0 percent in volume from the 

same period in 2021 reaching 17,736 MT (see Table 3) and $34.7 million (see Table 4).   

 

Chilean raisin exports are available throughout the year, and export volume peaks between October and 

November, just before the table grape harvest starts. In MY 2021/22, monthly exports of raisins show a 

decrease particularly in April and May (Figure 2). April and May were difficult months in for export 

logistics, since there were delays and increased costs due to the high demand from Chilean exporters. 

 

In MY 2021/22 (data until May), the top markets for Chilean raisin exports were the United States, 

Mexico, and the Netherlands. These markets have historically been of importance for Chilean raisins 

and differences year-to-year are attributed to specific market conditions such as price variations.   

 

Exports of Chilean raisins to China increased significantly for the past three marketing years due to high 

demand. Chilean exports of raisins to China increased by 20.7 percent in MY 2021/22 over MY 2020/21 

totaling 1,493 MT and making it the fourth top export market for Chilean raisins.   
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Table 3: Chilean Export Statistics, Volume (MT) 

Chile Exports to the World 

Commodity: 080620, Grapes, Dried (Including Raisins) 

Partner 

Country Marketing Year (MY) January-May 

  

MY 2019/20 

(MT) 

MY 2020/21 

(MT) 

Variation 

(%) 

2021 

(MT) 

2022 

(MT) 

Variation 

(%) 

The World 57,567 63,400 10.1% 18,668 17,736 -5.0% 

United States 4,892 6,506 33.0% 1,662 2,157 29.8% 

Mexico 5,913 5,411 -8.5% 1,484 1,252 -15.6% 

Netherlands 3,770 4,927 30.7% 1,890 1,098 -41.9% 

China 2,653 4,279 61.3% 1,237 1,493 20.7% 

Peru 4,496 4,202 -6.5% 658 419 -36.3% 

United 

Kingdom 3,778 3,943 4.4% 1,443 1,080 -25.2% 

Russia 2,796 3,482 24.5% 1,168 792 -32.2% 

Colombia 2,624 2,550 -2.8% 784 1,489 89.9% 

Ecuador 2,512 2,530 0.7% 737 588 -20.2% 

Poland 2,473 2,338 -5.5% 490 348 -29.0% 

Spain 1,695 2,073 22.3% 711 716 0.7% 

Denmark 1,640 1,817 10.8% 589 604 2.5% 

Iraq 1,348 1,643 21.9% 391 196 -49.9% 

Taiwan 1,631 1,502 -7.9% 587 506 -13.8% 

Turkey 1,299 1,325 2.0% 189 541 186.2% 

Venezuela 1,538 1,176 -23.5% 70 139 98.6% 

Thailand 831 1,148 38.1% 377 393 4.2% 

Lithuania 1,037 1,133 9.3% 424 311 -26.7% 

France 1,151 992 -13.8% 384 275 -28.4% 

Japan 690 875 26.8% 230 180 -21.7% 

Others 8,800 9,548 8.5% 3,163 3,159 -0.1% 
Source of Data: Trade Data Monitor, LLC 

 

 

 

  



 
   
   
 

6 
 

Table 4: Chilean Export Statistics, Value (USD) 

Chile Exports to the World 

Commodity: 080620, Grapes, Dried (Including Raisins) 

Partner Country 

Marketing Year (MY) January-May 

MY 

2019/20 

(USD) 

MY 

2020/21 

(USD) 

Variation 

(%) 

2021 

(USD) 

2022 

(USD) 

Variation 

(%) 

The World 124,527,254 127,347,085 2.3% 37,482,391 34,675,379 -7.5% 

United States 9,809,716 11,819,943 20.5% 2,992,129 4,056,476 35.6% 

Netherlands 9,356,106 11,333,202 21.1% 4,262,717 2,247,874 -47.3% 

Peru 9,798,273 8,995,086 -8.2% 1,365,309 847,622 -37.9% 

China 5,469,864 8,718,452 59.4% 2,467,717 3,182,994 29.0% 

Mexico 9,947,233 8,435,303 -15.2% 2,262,167 1,964,383 -13.2% 

United Kingdom 8,350,935 7,783,638 -6.8% 2,984,393 1,961,865 -34.3% 

Russia 7,530,317 7,592,318 0.8% 2,510,859 1,628,784 -35.1% 

Poland 5,202,448 4,689,662 -9.9% 1,021,060 707,260 -30.7% 

Spain 3,859,446 4,467,160 15.7% 1,514,997 1,628,231 7.5% 

Colombia 4,432,325 3,846,283 -13.2% 1,166,684 2,223,862 90.6% 

Iraq 3,315,982 3,623,186 9.3% 872,118 412,076 -52.7% 

Ecuador 3,823,320 3,556,654 -7.0% 1,010,258 792,215 -21.6% 

Denmark 3,514,965 3,448,900 -1.9% 1,201,937 1,124,452 -6.4% 

Taiwan 3,594,649 3,355,663 -6.6% 1,269,912 1,050,008 -17.3% 

Turkey 2,989,992 2,800,423 -6.3% 411,530 1,114,581 170.8% 

France 3,246,711 2,631,894 -18.9% 1,039,671 844,548 -18.8% 

Lithuania 2,642,718 2,515,892 -4.8% 872,287 729,354 -16.4% 

Italy 2,063,954 2,206,218 6.9% 772,600 103,055 -86.7% 

Thailand 1,818,180 2,177,841 19.8% 671,492 741,067 10.4% 

Japan 1,756,093 1,941,353 10.5% 524,922 403,567 -23.1% 

Others 22,004,027 21,408,014 -2.7% 6,287,632 6,911,105 9.9% 
Source of Data: Trade Data Monitor, LLC 
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Figure 2: Chilean Raisin Monthly Export Volume (MT) 

 
Source of Data: Trade Data Monitor, LLC 
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